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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of this appiication is respectfully requested. 

Claim 66 has been amended in order to provide proper antecedent bas.s from 

ofocess Claim 29. n . e 

The rejection of Claims 1 through 74 as being anticipated by Fan et al. (U.S. 
6 773 859), under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). is respectfully traversed. C.aimJI, 25 and 
recite a photosensitive e.ement comprising a support, at least one elastomer, 
pnotopo.ymerizable layer on the support that has a surface opposite the support 
defining a plane, and a matted layer disposed above the surface of the 
photopolymerizab.e layer. The matted layer comprises a polymeric b.nde and at 
least one matting agent capable of forming depressions from tne plane ,nto the 
pnotopolymerizable layer and selected from the group consisting of i) matting agents 
havingapore volume of greaterthan or equal to 0.9 m./g; ii) matting agents hav.nga 
BET surface of greater than or equal to 1 50 m2/g; Hi) matting agents having an o.l 
number of greater than or equal to I50g/100g; iv) matting agents having at least one 
crosslinkable group: and v) combinations thereof. 

Fan et al disclose a process for preparing a flexographic printing plate from a 
photosensitive element having a photopolymerizable layer and a thermally removable 
layer The thermally removable layer can be a composition having at least one 
binder and filler, wherein the binder is less than 49% by weight based on the total 
weight of the binder and filler. 

Fan et al. do not show or suggest that the filler material is selected from the 
group consisting of i) matting agents having a pore volume of greater than or equal 
to 0.9 ml/g; ii) matting agents having a BET surface of greater than or equal to 150 
m 2 /g; Hi ) matting agents having an oil number of greaterthan or equal to 150g/100g: 
iv) matting agents having at least one crosslinkable group: and v) comb.nations 
thereof. Although there may appear to be some overlap in materia, disclosed as filler 
by Fan et al. with the claimed matting agent, In the present invention at least one 
matting agent must have one or more of the above^lescribed properties wh.ch 
includes pore volume, BET surface, oil number, or contains a crosslinkable group. 
Fan et al do not show or suggest a matting agent having such properties. 

Furthermore, under 35 U.S.C. 103(e), the reference of Fan et al. is not 
available as a competent reference, under 35 U.S.C. 102(e), since the subject matter 
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„ Fan et a., and *. presently claimed inventton were, a. ma 

m ada. both aubjact to an obiigatlon of assignment to E. I. du Pont da Nemoure 

C ° mPa T n h y a reaction of Claims 1 thnough 74 aa being anticipated by Fuiimo* , e, aL 
,us 6 897 006) undar 35 U.S.C. 102(a), la respectfully travereed. Funmotoetal 
^TnXtadp^n^ 

b y direct petteming with an Infra-ad laser baam. The mu,«ayered maaeda, n^des 
!uoLe a photosensiaive reeinous .ayarhaving aana.tivfty.o^h.axcap.^rad 
mTiZtay.rofaoo.poaWonafarasin eeieaed from polyvinyl pyrroirdones 
TJ«lub.a ceiMoee compound,, a layerof afam-fomang ™d 

XI abeoming compound and a compound ramovab,a by in^dianon w*h mfrared 

^ TuiLto a, a,, do not show or suggest .hat tba parttc.es o, .nfrarad abaorb^g 
compound or non-infrared shielding compounda in the masking layer. a re selected 
Z7e group consisting o, i) matting agon, having a pore volume of graa.er.han or 
„)m a «,n g agan te hav,ngaB E Taurfaoaof 9 raa»ar*anora<,ua 1 

to 150 m2/g; ili) matting aganta having an an number of greater than or aqua, 
to 150*100* iv) matting aganta having a, .east one crossllnKable group: and v 
ILattona thereof. Although mere may appear to be aome ovedap ,n matedale 
Oisdosed aa infrared abeoroing agents by Fuiimoto e. a, w«h the da,med « 
agent, in ttre present inventton at .east one matting agent must have one or more 
the above^ascribed properties which includes pore volume. BET surface, o,. 
ZZ. orcontains a croas,inKab,e group. Even in an embod.mentof the preae . 
Invention where fhe matted ,ayer may foma an integrated masking layer that rnCudea 
a materia, having high infrared absorption and a materfa. that prevents *e 
transmit of actinic radiation, it is clear that Ihia emhod,men. of the maWd layer 
1 contains,.* matting agent and a poiymeric binder. The matenals wtth high 
,„, rare d absorptton and that prevent transmission of acttnic radiatton arenot 
substitutes for or substituted by the matting agent Furthermore. Fu|lmofo et al do 

The rejection of Calms 1 through 74 aa being anticipated by Leenders at al 
(U.S. 6.358.668), under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). Is respecttuliy traversed. Leendera e. ai. 
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dlsciose a lexeme printing plate prefer ^ - "^"^ ^ 
The precursor induces a base, a photopolymer layer, a earner layer havmg a 

dtfferen. from gelatin, and an inK-receiving .ayer having a ma,n component 
Te^n Leendersetel.de not shew or suggest ^atme organic or morgan.^, or 

p^us particulate material, or spacing agente of the receiving .ayer, are setected 
ZL g-P — g o, i) matting agents having a pore volume of greater*- or 
Z! te 0.9 ID mattrng agents having a BET surface of greater «tan or 
to 150 m2/g; lli) matting agents having an oil number of greater than or equal 
1 15 0g/100g ; IV, ma«n g agents having a. least one crossilnkahle gr». andv, 
combinations thereof. AKhough there may appear*, be some overtap ,n matenals 
llsed as riliera, particulate materia., or spacing agents by 
claimed matting agent in me present invemion a, least one matting agent mu* ^have 

or more of me above-described properties which inoludes pore volant BET 
ZL oil number, or contains a crossiinRable group. Furthermore, Leenders etaK 
Shower suggestthatthettile^orparticulate materia, 
.ceding iayer are mad/ng agents capabfe offering depressions .rtto dre p/ane 
the p/,otopo/ymerfza«e element, as melted by the present cteima. 

Pa.en.abW relies upon the dlstincttve .im.te.tons reeled « , ,reee„ *-» 1. 
25and29. Cl a .ms2«, ro u9h 24.2 6 ,hrough28,and30mmugh74,wh,*d,rec«y 
depend or ultimately depend .roe, Calms 1. 25 or 29yncorpora.e the ^patentebte 
noveKy of Cairns 1 , 25 and 28 . Therefore, the allowance of Cla.ms 2 through 24^26 
fllgh 28. and 30 through 74 appears te be ,n order for a. teas. .he reasons g,ven 

with respect to Claims 1 , 25 and 29. 

Reconsider and allowance of .his application are respects requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas H. Magee 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 27,365 
Telephone: 302-892-0795 
Facsimile: 302-892-7949 
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